ARTICLE 6

REPRESENTATION
Whereas, as the mothers and fathers of the APWU; retired members are a storehouse of knowledge, battle-tested experience, and wisdom to be utilized as a valuable APWU asset, and

Whereas, a majority of APWU Retirees Department members paid full dues for decades, and
Whereas, calculating an estimated 40,000 Retirees Department member, paying full dues an average of just 25 years, equates to a million years of full dues-paying members in APWU history, and
Whereas, currently, five (5) elected National Retiree Delegates to the APWU national convention, one in each region, the average representative voting strength is 1 for 8,000, and therefore it be, 
Resolved, to amend the APWU Constitution & By-Laws; Article 6: SEC 6. Retiree delegates will be seated with a voice and a vote at the National Convention pursuant to the formula in Article 6, section one.  In addition, renumber current Article 6 section 6 as section 7.

____________________________________                   ___________________________________               
 
Local President                                           

 Local Secretary Treasurer 
ARTICLE 22

AMENDMENTS
WHEREAS: The Retiree Department was established as a vehicle solely for the collection of COPA donations from retirees within the framework of various US Statutes; AND

WHEREAS: Local and State Retiree Chapters were authorized within the framework of the Retiree Department; AND

WHEREAS: When Local and State Retiree Chapters were established, the primary purpose was solely for collection of COPA funds; AND

WHEREAS: The Local and State Retiree Chapters activities and expectations have been enormously expanded to provide leadership and support for APWU initiatives such as the recent Staples boycott and involvement in the political process and outreach to other labor unions and community activism activities such as the quest to continue 6 day delivery of the mails and increase the minimum wage; AND

WHEREAS: Local and State Retiree Chapters have issues unique to retiree concerns that can only be and should be addressed by access to propose amendments to the Constitution by being authorized to submit proposals to amend the Constitution; AND

WHEREAS: The Local and State Retiree Chapters desire to and some have submitted proposals to amend the Constitution, but those proposals have not been accepted for consideration because it has been ruled by the Secretary/Treasurer that only States and Locals may make such proposals; THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED: The Constitution shall be amended in appropriate part(s) to confer the same authority for State and Local Retiree Chapters as States and Locals to submit and have accepted for consideration proposals to amend the Constitution and submit Resolutions to the National Convention.
___________________________                      _________________________________
Local President                    


Local Secretary Treasurer 
