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HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

No.1 

As we enter a year of uncertainty fraught with serious peril for the Postal Service and our 
colleagues who toil therein, the officers and staff of our Retiree Chapter take this moment of 
pause to wish all who read this newsletter a happy and productive New Year! 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

STAPLE'S PROTEST CAMPAIGN- To review: Late in 2013 when the Union learned that 
the Postal Service had entered into a no-bid agreement with the Staple's company to provide 
post office services at their stores using Staple's low wage non-union employees, President 
Dimondstein called for concerted nation-wide protest action against the shameful pact. We 
are proud to remind our members and others who read this publication, that a delegation of 
Vice President Joe Anthony, members Andy Sabol and Carol Vodarick accompanied by her 
husband Dave, who is a Letter Carrier, and this writer and my wife Charlotte Richards, who 

.Jecorded the action. via photograph, made_ the initiaLforay against_Staple' s..by presenting_a_ 
letter of demands to the manager of the Robinson Township Staple's store early last year. 

The effort quickly picked up steam, thanks in part to Pittsburgh Metro member Gail 
Niespodzianski who worked tirelessly buttonholing workers at the General Mail Facility and 
throughout the area. Concurrently a committee was formed headed by the presidents of the 
four locals from the APWU, NALC, NMHU, and the RLCA, with the full support and 
participation by officers and members of our Retiree Chapter. 

The Committee set in motion an ambitious program of demonstrations at Staple's stores 
throughout our area.· As this is written, the Committee has sponsored multiple 
demonstrations at stores on McKnight Road, East Liberty, Cranberry Township, Robinson 
Township, Belle Vernon, Monaca, and Washington P A. 

THE BEAT GOES ON- MORE TO COME! 

After taking a much needed break for the holidays, the Committee will resume activities 
throughout the winter, despite the chancy weather this area is famous for. Which brings us 
to the purpose of this rep<;>rt. The Committee is actively seeking and urging our members 
who are able, and others, to participate in the demonstrations. We have set up an email 
chain to notify interested parties about scheduling. No computer? We also have set up a 
telephone chain. If you are able and willing and desire to join any of the upcoming 
demonstrations, simply give us a call at 724-947 9374.to get registered, or drop us an email 
at JprichardslOVerizon.net and we will take it from there. This should be considered as a 
top priority activity. Our participation is the critical element that has been the backbone 
of this effort since the outset. Hats off to those members that have stood tall with us as the 
demonstrations have sane forward. Please give this your most serious consideration. 

(over) 



THE NEW REPUBLICAN CONGRESS 

It is a new ball game! When Congress resumes this month, both houses will have Republican 
majorities. For those that either are unaware of or don't understand the implications of the 
Republican agenda, we suggest you get your seatbelt tightened, because it will be a bumpy 
ride for Post Office workers and retirees. 

In case you missed it, the only positive element of the recently enacted budget law was 
"protection" of six day delivery of the mails. Not included in that law was the Republican 
'stand alone' bill still pending that would eliminate the sixth day. Continuing processing 

- - center .!consolidations' sdleduled to -take effect this month were permitted to go fo~ard._ 

The pre-payment of retiree health benefits, which is causing the strangulation of the Postal 
Service, was left in place. Pensions for private multi-employer annuitants can now be cut, 
as much as 60%, according to one ~yst. It took extraordinary efforts by a few friends in 
the Congress to preserve Postal Service Collective Bargaining. The list of threats goes on 
and on. 

THE THREATS CONTINUE AND MULTIPLY 

It is important to note that initiatives proposed by the House but derailed by the then 
Democrat controlled Senate will resurface after both houses are resettled with Republican 
majorities, so the blockage of harmful House proposals that saved our bacon in the past are 
no longer in the same posture. In case you have missed it, Republicans have been trying for 
years to dismantle the Postal Service to offer it to their corporate friends by privatization. We 
will have our hands full facing this continuing threat under the new regime. 

For those that supported the Republican sweep under the belief that 'their' Republican 
Senator or Representative will stand tall against the Republican agenda, it is time to get real! 
If Representatives or Senators do not support the goals of their party caucuses, they would be 
emasculated. They will toe the line even if there are any misgivings about pending 
legislation harmful to Postal workers and retirees. That is the way the system works. 

Having said that, we will still have fritmds in both houses, albeit in the minority. We must 
continue to support those friends with kvery possible resource. In the final analysis, we may 
have to depend on vetoes by President Obama as our last chance to protect our interests. It is 
a sobering situation, but it is the hand ~e collectively dealt ourselves! 

! 

HOLIDAY PARTY WRAP-UP 

The Pittsburgh Metro Local did not have a Christmas Party last month. They only have 
Christmas parties every other year, opposite to their family picnics held in the Summer. Our 
Chapter extended an invitation though,President Pugar for the members to attend our party. 
We even prepared a notice to be sent to the Metro members. In his wisdom, the president 
took a pass on the offer, and did not convey the invitation to the Metro members. The offer 
was made in good faith in the spirit of solidarity to provide a party opportunity to our active 
colleagues. Had it come off, it woul~ have been the first joint party in the history of our 
Chapter where active members had the,opportunity to attend. Opportunity lost! So it goes! 

SHUT -IN LIST - Bill Adams, Norbert Conway, Jeanne McCarthy, Charles Miksic, Laverne 
Hell, Veronica Bujdos and Ruth Marlett are on the shut-in list. Please keep a good thought 
for our shut-ins. There but for the grace of God ..... (To be included on the shut-in list, call 
the Chapter at 724 947 9374.) 

MAY BE PASSED AROUND/DUPLICATED 


